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During these seven centuries or so the Kajptit clans had various fortunes.    The kings of the early Musalman dynasties in northern India pierced their country from end to end by rapid rushing invasions, plundering  and ravishing, breaking the idols and razing the beautifully sculptured temples, Buddhist and Brahmanic.    But so long as the object of these incursions was mere booty or fanatical slaughter, there was not much to be got out of the interior of Kajputtina.    The Chiefs retired to their fortresses, great  circumvallations of the broad tops of scarped hills, with three or four lines of defence, strongholds which cost the enemy a siege of some twelve or eighteen months, with the grand finale of a desperate sally en masse upon your lines by the garrison, without hope or fear, dressed in saffron garments, drunk with opium .and with the blood of their own womankind.   The victor in obstinate   and  dangerous conflicts  of  this kind  found himself paying rather dear for a warlike triumph; and is for conquest in the sense of establishing permanent lominion, the country was not worth the trouble of hold-'.ng it against the  clans and their faithful allies, the xboriginal non-Aryan tribes of the jungle.     So early as ;he  end   of   the   twelfth   century,   nevertheless,   the Vlahomedans had discovered the great importance, as a joint d'appui in the middle of the Eajpiit country, of Ijmere, a city lying at the foot of an almost impregnable lill fort, well watered for these arid tracts, in. a situation ,t   once   strong,  central, and   most  picturesque.     The ort was taken by the Afghan king, ShaMb-ud-din at the :nd of the twelfth century, and on the crest of the hill the raveller is still shown a graveyard thick with mounds, VOL. I,                             0